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hearts full of charity; we will receive you with open
arms as an Angel of Paradise, we shall have all the
inclination in the world to do you good; but we are
so situated that we can do very little. We shall re-
ceive you in a Hut, so mean that I have scarcely
found in France one wretched enough to compare it
with; that is how you will be lodged. Harassed and
fatigued as you will be, we shall be able to give you
nothing but a poor mat, or at most a skin, to serve
you as a bed; and, besides, you will arrive at a sea-
son when miserable little insects that we call here
Taoukac, and, in good French, pulces [fleas], will keep
you awake almost all night, for in these countries
they are incomparably more troublesome than in
France; the dust of the Cabin nourishes them, the
Savages bring them to us, [62] we get them in their
houses; and this petty martyrdom, not to speak of
Mosquitoes, Sandflies, and other like vermin, lasts
usually not less than three or four months of the
Summer.

Instead of being a great master and great Theo-
logian as in France, you must reckon on being here
a humble Scholar, and then, good God! with what
masters! — women, little children, and all the Sav-
ages,—and exposed to their laughter. The Huron
language will be your saint Thomas and your Aris-
totle; and clever man as you are, and speaking glibly
among learned and capable persons, you must make
up your mind to be for a long time mute among the
Barbarians. You will have accomplished much, if,
at the end of a considerable time, you begin to stam-
mer a little.

And then how do you think you would pass the
Winter with us? After having heard all that must



